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Pentecost that coincided with a Friday — 


The House of Shammai say, “The day of slaughter of its [whole 
offering] is on the day after the Sabbath.” 


The House of Hillel say, “It has no ‘day of slaughtering,’ but the day of 
the festival is the day on which it is slaughtered.” 


Now the House of Shammai say, “The day of slaughter of its [burnt- 
offering] is the day after the Sabbath,” and the high priest does not 
put on his garments [for the festival], on the basis of the following 
argument, a fortiori: 


Now if when there are peace-offerings and burnt-offerings, in accord 
with the view of the House of Hillel the high priest does not put on his 
garments [that is, reading M. 2:4] to qualify M. 2:4D, on which the 
House of Hillel concur], when there are no peace-offerings or burnt- 
offerings, in the view of the House of Shammai is it not an argument a 
fortiori [that the high priest should not put on his garments]? 


One verse of Scripture says, “[You shall keep] the feast of harvest, of 
all the first fruits of your labor, [of what you sow in the field. You 
shall keep the feast of ingathering at the end of the year, when you 
gather in from the field the fruit of your labor]” (Exod. 23:16). [The 
verse implies that one may harvest one’s field on the festival itself.] 


And another verse of Scripture says, “[And you shall make 
proclamation on the same day; you shall hold a holy convocation;] you 
shall do no laborious work [it is a statute for ever in all your dwelling 
throughout your generations” (Lev. 23:21). [Clearly, one may not work 
on the festival day. ] 


Said R. Hananiah, “How are these two verses to be carried out? When 
Pentecost coincides with a weekday, you offer the festal-offering and 
celebrate the festival rest [as well], while when it coincides with the 
Sabbath, it is only on the next day that you offer the festal sacrifice and 
harvest [the first fruits].” 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “But that is only on condition that the sheaves 
[serve] for one’s dough [to be eaten on that same day]. [The labor 
cannot serve the needs of some day other than the festival itself. J” 


This accords with the following, which he taught to the [students]: “If 
aman had vowed wood and first fruits — for example, he who says, 
‘Lo, incumbent on me is wood for the altar and chips for the fire’ — 
he is forbidden on that day to lament the dead, to fast, and to work on 
that day. [That day is a festival for him.]” 


